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SONNET: THE BOMB – POWER TO 
DESTROY HUMANITY 19 TIMES OVER 
 
A fearsome weapon of apocalyptic ruination 
With the power to obliterate the largest urban complex 
A deployment causing complete annihilation 
Destruction almost incalculable in its effects 
 
 
Fireball from a 10 megaton hydrogen bomb explosion – temperature 
1,000,000 degrees Celsius – 38 times hotter than the Surface of the Sun 
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Generating heat stronger than 3,000 suns 
A wind velocity harsher than 120 cyclones 
Pulverization measured at one hundred megatons 
Devastation enormous in its size and overtones 
 
 
World-wide Nuclear Holocaust 
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Weapons consisting of thousands in their denomination 
Establishing Mutually Assured Destruction, a balance of 
terror 
Threatening catastrophe of tremendous disintegration 
Extermination nightmarish in its horror 
 
 
Symbol of the 1950s to 1980s Cold War Doctrine of  
Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD) 
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Nuclear disarmament, the only hope of humanity 
The only way out, the only escape from insanity 
 
 
Symbol of Nuclear Disarmament 
 
 
 
Poet:  Dr Michael Vaughan. 
Poem Written:  Sunday 19 February 2012. Brisbane. 
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COMPARATIVE DESTRUCTION TABLE (ESTIMATES) 
VARIOUS DESTRUCTIVE FACTORS 
 The energy from a 30 megaton blast could power the entire United States for 3.27 
days; or power an average American household for 3,104,226 years. 
 A 150 megaton weapon has the energy equivalent of 150 million tons of TNT. This 
figure is 91 times more powerful than the estimated 1.64 million tons of TNT 
dropped by the USAF and the RAF during World War Two. 
 A 150 megaton bomb would destroy a land area of 12,000 square miles or 31,080 
square kilometres. 
 A direct nuclear attack on 250 United States cities, with a yield of 7,800 megatons, 
would kill 100 million to 165 million people, such a death toll comprising between 
32% and 53% of the entire North American population as of 2012. 
 The fallout element, Strontium 90, has a half-life of at least 28 years and causes 
tumours, leukaemia and other blood disorders. 
 
 
 
Titan Missile, Nuclear Silo, Tucson, Arizona. 
 
 
